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THE UNITED NATIONS HAS PREDICTED SEVERE FOOD SHORTAGES AS A RESULT OF THE PANDEMIC. 
With your support and the incredibly generous funding from the Barrett Family and Willowool Foundations, 
SHARE’s projects during this pandemic in � ve countries have helped ensure that nearly 1,000 families have 
the seeds, tools, irrigation systems and agriculture extension assistance to produce food in home gardens 
and market gardens and by growing staple food crops.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
DURING THE PANDEMIC
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COVID -19 has rocked our world 
for months. These are incredibly 
difficult times for many people. It 

is encouraging that in the midst of this 
global pandemic there has been heroic 
commitment and courage to keep people 
fed, healthy and safe.

The commitment must continue. 
The United Nations is warning that this 
pandemic will result in serious food 
shortages for millions more people in 
vulnerable situations around the world.  

For some of these vulnerable people, 
SHARE’s support continues to be 
important.

It became clear in the early days of the 
pandemic that SHARE’s partners needed 
to pause, assess the situation and with 
their staff and community leaders make 
plans to modify all programs to focus 
safely and strategically on agriculture and 
food security. 

Because agriculture was deemed an 
essential service early in the pandemic, 
SHARE’s partners in five countries were 
able to continue to support many farming 
communities.  SHARE has seen incredible 

In Honduras, 255 families benefited from ferti- 
lizers and seeds for basic crops and were assist-
ed by regional leaders and extension services.

In Guatemala, the technicians helped with 
pruning and pest control and the promoters 
in each community helped with all initiatives 
including distribution of 144 food packages 
funded by Ontario teachers’ unions.

In Haiti, 177 home gardens were planted to improve family nutrition. 

COMMITMENT AND COURAGE 
IN CHALLENGING TIMES 

In Bolivia, two irrigation projects ensured 
conservation of water and continuous product-
ion on small plots of land for 76 families.

In El Salvador, 280 families benefited from 
agriculture extension services, delivery of seeds 
for basic crops, tool kits, small scale irrigation 
equipment and inputs for market gardens.

courage and commitment from our 
partners working through difficult times 
to serve the rural communities to ensure 
food production. 

SHARE thanks all donors for your 
steadfast commitment to SHARE as 
SHARE continues to make a difference 
even during the pandemic.  SHARE’s 
projects are working to prevent a food 
crisis in the midst of this health crisis.
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With the irrigation systems, fields of potatoes, 
beans and cereal crops can be grown year 
round improving the families’ income. Water 
and soil are conserved.

The farm families contribute labour to the irrigation project.Over 2,000 metres of irrigation pipes were 
needed for the two irrigation projects.

For many years, small scale farmers 
in Bolivia have used rustic land 
canals to bring water from springs 

and lagoons down the slopes to small 
fields of beans, potatoes and cereal 
crops. The system allowed for continuous 
production but was very inefficient. Up 
to 50% of the water was lost and the 
precious soil was eroded. 

To improve family food security 
and income for 76 farming families, 
two irrigation projects have recently 
been completed. These projects were 
implemented with shared funding and 
with collaborative efforts. SHARE’s 
partner hired an irrigation specialist, the 
local municipality supplied heavy equipment and trucks, and the farmers 
provided labour. During the process local people called promoters were 
trained to help maintain the new irrigation systems.

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION 
PROJECTS PROJECTS 
IN BOLIVIA IN BOLIVIA 

A plastic membrane is set in 
place to line the reservoir.
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STRONG PARTNERSHIPS
In spite of many challenges for SHARE and for our partners in the south 
during the pandemic, the projects have continued to help hundreds of 
needy rural families during the pandemic with small interventions such as 
tools, seeds, trees, fertilizer, irrigation and extension services. 
We are grateful for our partners’ skilled management, their ability to adapt 
and work to meet the needs of their membership. 
SHARE is also extremely grateful for your donations and for the generous 
funding from two family foundations. For every dollar SHARE raises, 
Willowool and Barrett Family Foundations continue to donate $1.75 to 
the second year of the Families and Land  project operating in Haiti, El 
Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala.

MORE SHARE NEWS
With Mailchimp, SHARE is able to update you more regularly on 
SHARE’s work and on our events. Sign up for SHARE’s new secure email 
news service provided by Mailchimp. To join our email news list, email 
SHARE at info@shareagfoundation.org and then add the address to 
your safe senders’ box.

SHARE’S HEARTFELT GRATITUDE TO: 
All donors and volunteers, Willowool & Barrett Family Foundation, the Beaty 
Family Foundation (funds held within the Oakville Community Foundation), 
OSSTF, OECTA, ETFO (teachers’ unions), Gay Lea & Campbell Webster Foundations. 
Platinum Sponsor - Green Tractors Inc., Barb and Karl Davis.
Gold Sponsor - RBC Dominion Securities, Steve Robinson and Assoc. 
Silver Sponsor - Egan Funeral Home Inc., the Egan Family, 
Please support SHARE’s work if you are able.

ONLINE: www.shareagfoundation.org 

MAIL: S.H.A.R.E. Agriculture Foundation, 
12801 Bramalea Rd. Caledon, ON L7C 2R1

E-TRANSFER: treasurer@shareagfoundation.org

UPCOMING EVENTS
Due to COVID-19 SHARE has been unable to hold the usual fund raising 
events. We appreciate donations in lieu of attending the Corn Roast for 
scholarship, the Golf Tournament, the Dinner Dance and Trivia Nights.

> *NEW* SHARE SUGAR COOKIES FUNDRAISER – Order by Dec. 4. 
6 for $25. 12 for $40. Contact tarmstrong@shareagfoundation.org 

> “YOU ARE NOT INVITED TO THE SHARE DINNER DANCE” – 
We plan to call you to see if you are able to make a donation in 
lieu of attending this major fundraising event.  Join the “On Line 
S.H.A.R.E. Dinner Dance Challenge”. You will be entered to win a 
$50 gift card each time you share a photo of a past SHARE event 
on either Instagram or Facebook and tag @shareagfoundation or a 
friend in the comments.

> Annual General Meeting (if allowed) – March 27, 2021, 1:15pm, 
Mayfi eld United Church, 12496 Dixie Rd. Caledon, ON

FOOD SECURITY DURING THE PANDEMIC
The challenges continue for many people during this 
global pandemic. We hope our readers are safe and 
share our hope for better days to come soon. SHARE is 
very grateful for your support.

CRITICAL PROJECT NEEDS TO ENSURE FOOD SECURITY: 

SEEDS, TOOLS: $30
TREES, ORCHARDS: $$35 - $400
IRRIGATION SYSTEM, PUMPS: $200 - $1,200
GOAT FOR HAITI: $80
TEEN SCHOLARSHIP: Up to $400
AG TECH SERVICES: Up to $5,000

THANK YOU, JOE!
“It is my passion!” 
– Joe Gray

Joe Gray (in the middle) 
asked a few years ago to be 
photographed with his friends 
and key SHARE volunteers, 
founder David Armstrong (left) 
and SHARE’s fi rst project manager, Hugh Beaty. It is fi tting to use this 
photo as we honour Joe for his long service to SHARE. Not only was 
Joe SHARE’s dedicated treasurer since “being roped into the job in 
1985”, he took on many additional roles in the small charity including 
several years as a board member.  
Joe says that he has gained much more from his work in SHARE than 
he has ever given, especially in thinking about all the people lifted 
out of poverty and given a better life for themselves, their families 
and their community through the SHARE projects. Joe says he has 
gained many great friends in working with the SHARE volunteers and 
strong supporters.  
“SHARE has a great team now,” said Joe. “ I have had the honour 
to work with this great SHARE team. It is something I will always 
remember. I am happy to be able to keep helping this great cause. 
It is my passion!”  
Now, Joe is handing over the treasurer’s job to long-time supporter, 
Gord Armstrong. Joe will continue to volunteer with SHARE as Donor 
Relations Offi cer.  
Joe, your efforts have made a difference for many, many people 
through the years. Again, thank you!
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