MAY 2025

g 2 aRE: NEWS
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By Samantha Fancher,
Communications Officer 2024 BOLIVIA

We recently celebrated Mother's Day, MONITORING REPORT

honouring the mother figures in our lives. On
a personal note, this was my first official
Mother's Day, since my husband and |
welcomed a daughter this past November. As

HOW CANADIAN ARE

| enjoy watching her grow, and let's be honest, elLh

find various aspects of her wellbeing to worry

about, | count my blessings for the multitude

of resources we have access to here. There are STAFF

so many places in the world where women ANNOUNCEMENTS

and families truly struggle for everything they
have. That is one of the reasons why | support
S.H.A.RE. Many of S.H.A.R.E.s projects focus
on supporting women and families. | try to do DONOR RECOGNITION
my small part in helping those that are less
fortunate than | am, and I sincerely thank you
all for doing the same.

UPCOMING EVENTS



2024 Bolivia Monitoring Report

By Casey Willemse, Project Manager

In late November of 2024 | took a group of S.H.A.R.E. supporters on an awareness trip to
Bolivia to see first hand the work S.H.A.R.E. does and the impact it has on the beneficiaries
of our projects.

After a visit to Machu Picchu, Lake Titicaca and La Paz we headed to Cochabamba where
we met with some people of Proinpa, our partner in Bolivia. We headed out at 6:30 the next
morning to the small town of Morochata. It took our small bus 3 2 hours on treacherous
mountain roads to reach Morochata. We were greeted by the mayor and some local
dignitaries. We enjoyed a lunch with lots of boiled potatoes, some local cheese and a salad.
| received a plague on behalf of S.H.A.R.E. in recognition of the ten irrigation projects
S.H.A.R.E. has successfully completed in the past few years.

We then got back on the bus for another Y2 hour to visit ""m
the small community of Pulperas . There we saw the
irrigation project that was completed in 2023. We were LL*‘
greeted by the 35 local families and treated to another
meal of boiled potatoes with some meat. One of our
group was asked to help harvest some potatoes by
hand so we could see how much manual labour goes
into harvesting their crops. We saw a field of the best
potatoes | have ever seen. The plants were in full bloom
and at least a meter high. We all received 2 - 3 leis of
several potatoes around our necks, which were heavy.
After some group pictures and a gift of more potatoes
we were on the road again for another 2 hour to the
community of Totorani.
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In Totorani we first saw the largest reservoir that we have helped with to date. It holds over
8,000 cubic meters of water. It, plus a smaller one, serves the 96 families that live here. This
community was very disappointed that we could not stay and celebrate with them as it
was getting late. | told the community of Totorani | would come back and visit again on my
next trip, as we had run out of time.




The next day we headed out again at 6:30 in the morning. On the way we
encountered snow in the higher elevations. Our first stop was the Chururi
community. There we first stopped to see 1 of the 3 reservoirs which were built
as part of the irrigation system S.H.A.R.E. provided funds for in 2023. Xhavier
explained to the group how the water is collected from the 4 springs in the area
and how it is distributed through the 16 chambers to 32 sprinklers. From there
we walked to the local school where we met some the 32 families who benefit
from the irrigation. The children entertained us with some songs and the
singing of the Bolivian national anthem. They provided us with a delicious lunch
of boiled potatoes and fried trout. They thanked S.H.A.R.E. and put beautiful
flower leis around our necks and covered our heads with confetti.

From there we left for the Wayju community, another %2
hour further. We had to abandon our bus for the last 15
minutes as we came to a river that the bus could not cross.
We then hopped onto the back of a couple of pickups that
Proinpa had which were able to cross. From there it was up
the steepest hill | have ever gone up in a vehicle. We stopped
at a control chamber where many of the community were
there to greet us. It was a special day because the project
was officially being handed over to the community. There
was a ribbon cutting ceremony and some speeches. There
was also some locally made alcoholic corn drink. The
tradition is that the person cutting the ribbon is given some
of the drink in a clay vessel. The person first gives a little to
mother earth, then takes a drink and smashes the vessel,

and what alcohol is left in it, on the ground. Then everyone
cheers. After a few pictures we all went back to the pickups
for a ride down to meet the rest of the community. We were
again fed a meal of boiled potatoes with some meat and a
spicy salsa. After the meal there were more speeches and we
received flower leis, confetti, more corn liquor and more
speeches.

We made our way back to where we left our bus and returned to Morochata to
see the food bank that was set up as the pass-on part of the project. The food
bank is the first of its kind in all of Bolivia. It is managed by the social services
department of Morochata. The social service department of the municipality is
best able to determine who needs help the most. They deliver the food, as many
are not able to come to the food bank and get it for various reasons. By
delivering the food they are able to check in on them to see how they are doing.
Many of them are elderly and live on their own. Single mothers and their
children are also given food.



The implementation of these four irrigation projects has given 219
families, 839 individuals, greater food security and improved economic
conditions. This has resulted in improved health and higher education
possibilities. It also improved family life by lowering the need for city
migration during the dry season.

On our last day we had a tour on the Proinpa facilities and saw all the
great research they are doing in developing organic pesticides and better
agricultural practices for Andean crops for the local farming community.
We also visited a shelter for abused
young girls.

How Canadian Are You?

By Joel Porter, Executive Director

Recent events in the USA certainly have our attention, and we find
ourselves asking more than ever, what does it mean to be Canadian?

Something that Canadians have always been particularly good at, is
thinking well beyond our own borders. By 2041, 34% of Canada’s population
in that year will have been born outside Canada. Our economy represents
2% of the global economy, yet we import and export to 224 countries and
territories. We are truly global in our composition, activity, and reach.

It's no surprise then, when it comes to helping others, we also think just as
globally. Aside from our altruism, we also know how dependant we are as
an economy on the peace and prosperity of all of our trading partners and
trade routes around the globe. Our governments have been providing
0.58% of our Gross National Income as Overseas Economic Development,
placing Canada at 13th in the world, above the UK, the US, Australia, and
most others. With the recent elimination of funding to USAID, the ranking
for the US will now plummet from 19th to something “near Yemen.”

In terms of philanthropy, about $1 billion was donated by Canadians to
overseas development initiatives in 2023. While this seems small compared
to the $6.1 billion donated in the US, it equates to $26.31 per Canadian
compared to $18.26 per American. Per Capita, Canadians willingly donate
44% more than our American cousins to overseas development. [All figures
in Canadian dollars.]

So, how Canadian are you? When you support S.H.A.R.E. agriculture
projects in El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Haiti, and Bolivia... it would
seem to me that you are being very Canadian indeed!



It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Carl Fletcher, our
Project Manager for Central America.

Carl was a loyal supporter of S.H.A.R.E. for over 45 years and became Project
Manager after his retirement from OMAF. Carl was incredibly detail-oriented
and carried out his role with dedication and compassion. He will be greatly
missed by family and friends, fellow S.H.A.R.E. volunteers, and the thousands
of people who benefited from the projects he managed.

S.H.A.R.E is in search of a new bookeeper.
This person would be responsible for:
e Managing the organization’s financial
transactions
e Preparing the monthly financial
statements (with QuickBooks program)
e Issuing tax receipts and maintaining

Bookkeeper
Needed

records (with BasicFunder program)
e Receiving and banking monies

If anyone is interested please send an email
to treasurer@shareagfoundation.org with
the subject line “Bookeeper Application”.

Wallenstein Feed & Supply plus countless
farmers and agricultural businesses
donated in memory of Dr. Lloyd Weber, a
poultry veterinarian and loyal supporter of
S.H.A.R.E. for many years. Wallenstein F&S
was recognized at the S.H.A.R.E. gala for
their generous contribution which will fund
poultry projects in Central America for
years to come. Your donations in memory of
a loved one can make a meaningful
difference too. From left to right: David
Trott (WFS), Laurie Weber (family), Stephen
Hood (family & SHARE director).
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Contact us if you
would like to
receive the
newsletter by
email

DONOR RECOGNITION

With gratitude, we thank The Barrett Family
and The Willowool Foundations who continue
to provide $1.00 for every $1.60 S.H.A.R.E.
invests from other donations and fundraising in
the Families and Land |l project. This project
supports food security, income generation,
training and improvements to the lives of a few
thousand of rural families in four countries -
Haiti, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador.

A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

DIAMOND SPONSOR

Conestogo Agri Systems Inc.,, Armstrong
Elevators Ltd., Armstrong Manor Farm, Green
Tractors Inc./Nobleton, Floradale Feed Mills
Ltd., Bruce and Evelyn Speirs Farm, Casey’s For
Living For Life

PLATINUM SPONSOR

Miller Farms Grain Elevators

GOLD SPONSOR

McClurdale Farms Ltd.

SILVER SPONSOR

RBC Wealth Management / Steve Robinson &
Associates, Egan Funeral Homes

LETS BE SOCIAL EMAIL

ﬂ ‘@] m ° info@shareagfoundation.org

PHONE

905-838-0897
1-888-337-4273

UPCOMING EVENTS

We would love you to support
S.H.A.R.E. by joining us at our
events! For more information
visit
shareagfoundation.org/events.

PLANT SALE

May 24th and 25th. Behind
the Cheltenham General Store.

ANNUAL GOLF
TOURNAMENT

Monday July 7 at the Caledon
Country Club.

NIGHT AT THE RACES

September 5 at the Grand
River Raceway.

S.H.A.R.E. GALA

November 1 at Millennium
Gardens Banquet Centre.

DONATE

CHARITY NUMBER
BN 13150 7428 RR0O0001

ONLINE

www.shareagfoundation.org

E-TRANSFER:
Treasurer@shareagfoundation.org

MAIL:

S.H.A.R.E. Ag Foundation
12801 Bramalea Rd, Caledon
Ontario, L7C 2R1




